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wards the river Sixty thousand picked men left the Gauls' camp before dawn , they stole round by a distant route, and weie allowed to rest concealed in a valley till the middle of the day At noon they came over the ridge at the Romans' back, and they had the best of the position, being able to attack from above Their appearance was the signal for a general assault on all sides, and for a detei mined sally by Vercmgetoiix from within Thus before, behind, and everywhere, the legions were assailed at the same moment, and Csesar observes that the cnes of battle in the rear are always more tiying to men than the fiercest onset upon them in front, because what they cannot see they imagine more formidable than it is, and they depend for their own safety on the courage of others
CsBsai had taken his stand where he could command the whole action There was no smoke in those engagements, and the scene was transparently visible Both sides felt that the deciding trial had come In the plain the Gauls made no more impression than on the preceding day At the weak point on the north the Romans were foiced back down the slope, and could not hold their positions Csesar saw it, and sent Labienus with six cohorts to their help Vercmgetorix had seen it also, and attacked the in-tenor lines at the same spot Decimus Brutus was then dispatched also, and then Caius Fabms Finally, when the fighting grew despeiate, he left his own station, he called up the reserves which had not yet been engaged, and he rode across the field, conspicuous m his scarlet dress and with his bare head, cheering on the men as he passed each point where they were engaged, and hastening to the scene where